
Table A-23.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all

institutions, by detailed field and primary mechanism of support: 1998

Trainee- Research Teaching Other types
Field Total Fellowships ships assistant- assistant- of support

ships ships

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 327,609 29,099 14,884 88,240 65,309 130,077

..............Total, science and engineering fields 279,517 26,574 9,818 83,183 62,127 97,815

...............................................Sciences, total 213,768 21,010 8,971 55,765 52,051 75,971

...............................Physical sciences, total 26,400 2,113 482 11,087 10,843 1,875
.................................................Astronomy 787 134 20 373 225 35

..................................................Chemistry 15,774 1,144 324 6,397 6,960 949
......................................................Physics 9,661 818 138 4,252 3,642 811

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 178 17 0 65 16 80

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,489 922 114 4,120 2,561 2,772
...............................Atmospheric sciences 856 48 1 576 110 121

.............................................Geosciences 5,214 509 72 1,749 1,808 1,076
...........................................Oceanography 2,047 233 14 1,146 224 430

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,372 132 27 649 419 1,145

................................Mathematical sciences 11,782 1,109 164 1,216 6,588 2,705

.....................................Computer sciences 19,737 1,011 219 4,295 3,780 10,432

...................................Agricultural sciences 9,000 479 115 4,978 1,017 2,411

............................Biological sciences, total  47,008 5,654 5,212 18,274 9,114 8,754
....................................................Anatomy 961 175 110 330 121 225

..............................................Biochemistry 4,872 693 626 2,548 579 426
......................................................Biology 10,004 947 455 2,421 4,026 2,155

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 2,559 283 327 586 133 1,230
.................................................Biophysics 707 156 133 308 41 69

.......................................................Botany 1,993 163 41 982 584 223
................................................Cell biology 3,757 604 809 1,734 405 205

.....................................................Ecology 1,230 197 34 398 444 157
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,000 56 16 664 147 117

....................................................Genetics 1,621 222 332 723 93 251
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,410 669 661 2,007 564 509

.....................................................Nutrition 3,177 151 106 1,276 432 1,212
..................................................Pathology 1,339 217 177 514 56 375

...........................................Pharmacology 2,545 377 615 1,117 206 230
.................................................Physiology 1,990 212 255 730 178 615

.....................................................Zoology 1,424 135 37 387 739 126
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 3,419 397 478 1,549 366 629

..................................................Psychology 35,582 2,339 1,113 4,814 6,167 21,149

...................................Social sciences, total 53,770 7,383 1,552 6,981 11,981 25,873
..............................Agricultural economics 1,670 108 15 909 188 450

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,734 1,179 77 533 1,364 2,581
................Economics (except agricultural) 8,594 1,410 221 1,045 2,656 3,262

................................................Geography 2,907 172 36 647 980 1,072
.................................................Linguistics 2,234 353 67 199 671 944

.........................................Political science 16,244 2,421 765 1,434 2,819 8,805
...................................................Sociology 6,500 860 220 929 2,093 2,398

.............................Sociology/anthropology 615 24 0 125 174 292
...............................Social sciences, other 9,272 856 151 1,160 1,036 6,069

..........................................Engineering, total 65,749 5,564 847 27,418 10,076 21,844
...............................Aerospace engineering 2,565 249 16 1,244 311 745
..............................Agricultural engineering 756 71 5 414 80 186
...............................Biomedical engineering 2,513 455 144 1,013 265 636

.................................Chemical engineering 5,601 713 97 2,892 895 1,004
..........................................Civil engineering 11,046 802 160 3,853 1,752 4,479

..................................Electrical engineering 19,790 1,322 133 7,709 3,341 7,285
....................................Engineering science 1,114 150 8 523 148 285

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 4,942 252 24 1,400 777 2,489
..............................Mechanical engineering 10,073 902 180 4,498 1,780 2,713

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,702 262 47 2,461 377 555
....................................Nuclear engineering 662 84 29 396 65 88

.......................................Engineering, other 2,985 302 4 1,015 285 1,379

...........................................Total, health fields 48,092 2,525 5,066 5,057 3,182 32,262
.................................................Clinical fields 2,662 217 547 421 89 1,388

.............................................Dental sciences 1,283 100 81 92 261 749
..........................................................Nursing 9,028 396 2,214 446 391 5,581

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,320 248 61 794 713 504
........Preventive medicine/community health 6,508 369 604 747 181 4,607

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 10,141 293 580 795 812 7,661
.......................................Veterinary sciences 970 32 29 413 42 454

.........................................Other health fields 15,180 870 950 1,349 693 11,318

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering


